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TRA to Appoint a Consultancy Firm to Assist in Designing and 
Managing the Process of Selection the Third Mobile Network 

Operator in Bahrain 
 

Wednesday, 21 May 2008 
 
The Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) of the Kingdom of Bahrain 
today issued an invitation to consultancy firms to submit their proposals for 
assisting in designing and managing the competitive process for the selection of 
the third Mobile Network Operator (MNO) in the Kingdom of Bahrain.  
 

TRA's General Director, Mr. Alan Horne, commented as follows: “We are aiming to 
design a simple, transparent and competitive award process in order to select a 
winner capable of offering innovative and affordable mobile services that will 
strengthen the competition in Bahrain. We are not aiming to generate high 
revenue through this process, as we strongly believe that a too high cost of entry 
would eventually be transferred to consumers.”  

 

In April, TRA issued a request for expressions of interest in the third MNO license 
including a request for comments on various aspects of the award process. Seven 
responses were received, six of which expressed interest in possibly becoming the 
third MNO. It is worth noting that this process was conducted for the purpose of 
collecting information on the preferred award process and the conditions 
involved, and was not considered as a stage of the award process. 

 

The information gathered from the responses received will assist TRA and the 
appointed consultancy firm in designing a competitive and transparent award 
process that is intended to maximise consumers' benefits through enhanced 
competition with innovative and affordable mobile services.  

 

TRA intends to issue the invitation to tender for the 3rd Mobile Licence, by mid-
August and expect to receive submissions by the end of October. The target date 
for announcing the winner to become the third MNO in Bahrain is early 
December 2008.   

 

More information regarding the request for proposals document for the design 
and management of the selection process of the third MNO can be viewed on 
TRA’s website (www.tra.org.bh). The Deadline for submitting the proposals is by 
5:00 pm local time on 19 June 2008.  

 



About TRA 
The Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) was established by 
Legislative Decree No. 48 of 2002 promulgating the Telecommunications Law. 
TRA is an independent body and its duties and powers include, among other 
things, protecting the interests of subscribers and users and promoting effective 
and fair competition among existing and new licensed operators. More 
information regarding TRA can be viewed at www.tra.org.bh 
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