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News Release 

 
Bahrain Broadband is the Successful Bidder for the GSM 1800 Guard Band Frequency 

Licence 
 

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain - Sunday 17 May 2009 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) today announced that Bahrain Broadband 
W.L.L is the successful bidder for the GSM 1800 Guard Band Frequency Licence with a bid of 
Bahraini Dinars fifty thousand (BD 50,000).  When combined with their investment in trialling the 
technology, Licence Application fees and network investment this makes an initial commitment 
for the first phase of development of the service in the order of BD 2.4 Million.  This 
announcement was made at the opening of Bahrain Broadband financial bid at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in presence of representatives from Bahrain Broadband and the media. 

TRA’s General Director, Mr. Alan Horne said “The use of the GSM Guard Band frequencies will 
allow Bahrain Broadband to provide important niche services to Companies and Government 
entities complimenting the data access services of the existing Mobile Services and WiMax 
licensed operators”. 

TRA’s Director of Technical and Operations, Mr. Mohammed Mahmood, stated that “TRA is 
satisfied that Bahrain Broadband has demonstrated compliance with the rules of the auction 
process and TRA’s standard licensing procedures. We will be awarding the service and 
frequency licences to Bahrain Broadband as soon as they update the company registration with 
the Ministry of Commerce to include the new licence activities”.  

Mr. Horne took the opportunity to say: “On this day, which also marks the World 
Telecommunication and Information Society Day, I would like to congratulate Bahrain 
Broadband on their perseverance in this process.  After two years of hard work Bahrain 
Broadband are finally able to bring this innovative technology to Bahrain and provide new 
Telecommunications services. Also the willingness of Bahrain Broadband to invest in excess of 
BD2.4m in Bahrain for the first phase of their business plan demonstrates faith in the stability of 
the Kingdom during this period of world financial turmoil and another step towards assisting 
Bahrain to achieve the development goals of the 2030 Economic Vision”.  
 

About TRA 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) was established by Legislative Decree No. 
48 of 2002 promulgating the Telecommunications Law. TRA is an independent body and its 
duties and powers include, among other things, protecting the interests of subscribers and users 
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and promoting effective and fair competition among existing and new licensed operators. More 
information regarding TRA can be viewed at www.tra.org.bh 
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