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News Release

TRA Consults on a Draft Security Regulation

Manama — Kingdom of Bahrain, Wednesday 25 February 2009

The Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) published today a public
consultation document on a draft regulation for providing the technical resources in
support of national security requirements.

As mandated by section 78 of the Telecommunications Law, Licensed Operators are
required to provide all necessary technical resources in order to ensure Lawful Access of
the relevant security authorities into their telecommunications networks. In the proposed
Regulation, TRA aims, amongst other matters, to organize the means by which all
processes related to section 78 are streamlined.

TRA'’s Director of Technical and Operations Affairs Mr. Mohammed Mahmood stated
“In the framework of cooperation between TRA and other national authorities, TRA is
addressing the issues of Lawful Access of information by security organs, Data Retention,
and other related security matters within the same Regulation, which we trust will be
sufficiently studied by all Licensed Operators”.

Mr. Ahmed Jaber Aldoseri, ICT Operations Manager at TRA said “The published draft
Regulation will entail significant changes to a Licensed Operator’s core network, and we
therefore strongly encourage all Operators to consider the draft document and provide
their comments by the specified deadline”. He added “We are planning to organize a
workshop to assist Licensed Operators in understanding and responding to the proposed
Regulation within the coming few weeks”.

The deadline for receiving responses to the draft regulation is at 4:00 p.m. on the 26" of
March, 2009. The full text of the regulation is available on TRA’s website at
www.tra.org.bh.

About TRA

The Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) was established by Legislative
Decree No. 48 of 2002 promulgating the Telecommunications Law. TRA is an
independent body and its duties and powers include, among other things, protecting the
interests of subscribers and users and promoting effective and fair competition among
existing and new licensed operators. More information regarding TRA can be viewed at
www.tra.org.bh
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